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affair more to heart than the Vice-admiral Charles de
Mouy, Sieur de la Mailleraye. This noble obtained a new
commission for Cartier, more ample than the first, and
gave him three ships well equipped.’ This fleet was
ready about the middle of May, and Cartier, who was a
man of much religious feeling, directed all his men to meet
on the 16th (Whitsunday), in the Cathedral Church, to
offer up their devotions. All were present, and on leaving
the altar, the captain, followed by his party, entered the
choir, where the bishop awaited them attired in his pontifi-
cal vestments, and gave them his benediction.”

They embarked on Wednesday the 19th, Cartier on a
vessel of one hundred and twenty tons, called the Great
Hermine, having with him several young gentlemen, who
followed him as volunteers.” They set sail in beautiful
weather, but the next day the wind became adverse, the
sky overcast, and for more than a month all the resources
of the pilots were tasked to the utmost. The three ves-
sels, which lost sight of each other,' each encountered
violent storms, and unable to hold on, were at last forced
to leave themselves to the pleasure of the winds and the
sea.

The Great Hermine was carried to the north of New-
foundland, and on the 19th of July® sailed for the gulf,’
the rendezvous appointed in case of separation. He
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